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The Service for the first Sunday of Christmas 
December 31, 2023 

 

Prelude  Divinum Mysterium Arr. Raymond Haan 
                 Jordan Pak, viola 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  Rev. Anna Grace Claunch 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP (from Psalm 90) 

Lord, you have been our dwelling place in all generations.  

Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever you had formed the earth 
and the world, from everlasting to everlasting you are God.  

Satisfy us in the morning with your steadfast love,  

so that we may rejoice and be glad all our days.  
Let the favor of the Lord our God be upon us and prosper for us the work of our 
hands — 

O prosper the work of our hands!  

Let us worship God!  
 

*the peace 
The Peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you! And also with you!  

 

*OPENING Hymn #143  Angels from the Realms of Glory 
 

Prayer of Confession  (in unison)   

Gracious and loving God, as we stand on the threshold of a new year, we look 
back and recognize the many ways we have fallen short of your glory: missed 
opportunities to share your love; times when we were silent when we could have 
spoken up for what was right; indifference to your claim on our whole lives 
through Jesus Christ; and a lack of gratitude for your amazing grace by which 
you save us and call us to be your people. Lord, forgive us.  

As we look ahead to a new year, free us from thinking we can save ourselves. 
Help us to follow where you lead. Show us how to be your children and your 
heirs, forgiven and freed to live for our God and for one another in love; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Assurance of Forgiveness 
 

*Gloria  Hymn 584 
Glory, glory, glory, glory be to God on high! (2x) 

And on earth peace to the people in whom God is well pleased. (2x) 
¡Gloria, gloria, gloria en las alturas a Dios! (2x) 

Y en la tierra paz para aquellos que ama el Señor. (2x) 
 



 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  (in unison)  

 Almighty God, as we hear your Word read and proclaimed, may it not return 
to you empty. May it accomplish that which you purpose. May it succeed in the 
thing for which you sent it. Open our ears and hearts to your Word that we 
may live as your children and heirs. Amen. 

 

psalter Psalm 148  
 

OLD testament reading Isaiah 61:10-62:3  
 

Sermon 
 

*HYMN #146  Gentle Mary Laid Her Child  
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy 
will be done on earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and 
forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. Lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power and glory forever. 
Amen. 
 

THE GREAT AMEN (congregation singing)  
Amen. Amen. Amen.  Hosanna in the highest! Hosanna in the highest! Hosanna 
in the highest! 

 

Invitation to Offering  
Financial gifts may be shared electronically via the Realm Connect app or by 
scanning the QR code to the right. Additional pledge cards are available at the 
Usher Station at the rear of the sanctuary.  
 

offertory In Dulci Jubilo Arr. Jason Krug 
Alex Pak, violin 

 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION   
 

*DOXOLOGY  Hymn 607 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Christ, all people here below;  
Praise Holy Spirit evermore; praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen. 

 

*CLOSING HYMN #113  Angels We have Heard on High 
 

*Benediction   
 

Postlude Cold December Flies Away Arr. Lee Burswold 
Alex Pak, violin 

 
NOTE: You are welcome to stay and listen to the Postlude, 

but there is no expectation that you remain seated at this time.  
                                 *please stand if you are able 

 
 
 



Mentions and Announcements 
 

Your voice and presence would be a gift to our worship! If you would be willing to be 
a liturgist, please scan the QR code to the right or email the office at 
broodal@lacny.org. 

 
If you are interested in sponsoring flowers in honor or memory of a loved one, please   
scan the QR code to the right or contact the office at broodal@lacny.org to sign-up  
for upcoming Sunday! 
 
• Nursery Care: Available on the ground floor of the education wing (Classroom 

114) for infant and toddlers age 2 and below. 
 

• Sunday School resumes Sunday January 7th. 

 
 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 31 
10:00 am Worship (Sanctuary/Online)  
 
MONDAY, JANUARY 1 
LAC Office Closed 
 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 2 
6:45 pm Al-Anon (Library) 
7:15 pm AA (Carhart Room/Chapel) 
  
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 3 
11:00 am Staff Meeting (Lindsley Room) 
 
 THURSDAY, JANUARY 4 
  7:15 pm AA (Carhart/Chapel) 
 

     

     

CHURCH STAFF 
Senior Pastor and Head of Staff 

Rev. Dr. Peter Bynum 
pbynum@lacny.org   Ext. 308 

 
Associate Pastor 

Rev. Anna Grace Claunch 
agclaunch@lacny.org   Ext. 303 

 
Director of Music Ministry 

Douglas Kostner 
dkostner@lacny.org   Ext. 307 

 
Secretary/Communications Director 

Betty Roodal 
broodal@lacny.org   Ext. 302 

 
Bookkeeper 
Gloria Haq 

ghaq@lacny.org   Ext. 310 
 

LAC Preschool Director 
Kristin DeFelice 

preschooldirector@lacny.org  
(914) 834-3984, www.lacpreschool.com 

 
Tammy Cosentino, Admin. Assistant 

adminassistant@lacny.org 
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